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1
CONTENT SHARING SYSTEM AND
METHOD, CONTENT RELAYING
APPARATUS AND METHOD, AND CONTENT
PROVIDING APPARATUS AND METHOD

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a content sharing system
including: a content providing apparatus which is capable of
providing content data; a content obtaining apparatus which
obtains the content data from the content providing apparatus
through a network; and a content relaying apparatus which
relays network connection between the content obtaining
apparatus and the content providing apparatus.

BACKGROUND OF THE INVENTION
Background Art

Recent years have seen advancement in functions of imag-
ing devices such as consumer-use digital still cameras, video
cameras, and cameras built into mobile phones. Such imaging
devices support, for example, highly technical imaging such
as high-speed sequential imaging, in addition to recording of
high-quality photographs and videos. In addition, such imag-
ing devices automatically assign meta information such as
location information of an image capturing place and the
name of a person whose image is included in a photograph or
a video. Furthermore, for example, each of such imaging
devices has a network connection function and directly
uploads captured photographs onto a server on a network.
Such various kinds of highly functional imaging devices are
available at low prices.

The spread of such highly functional imaging devices is a
cause of increase in the number of private contents (photo-
graphs captured in family travels and athletics meets, or vid-
eos captured in presentations). Furthermore, increase in the
image quality and added value of contents dramatically
increases the number of contents and the size of each of the
contents.

As such, in order to share captured photographs or videos
between family members, relatives, friends, or people who
attended events, an image-capturing person sends the photo-
graph data or the video data to the family members or the like,
for example, directly by e-mail using an electric mail function
of'apersonal computer. Alternatively, for example, the image-
capturing person uploads the photograph data or the video
data to a server on a network using a content sharing service
that is provided through the Internet, so as to allow the brows-
ers to download the photograph data or the video data.

Such an operation increases the operation cost on the user
more significantly as the number of addresses increases. For
this reason, with an aim to reduce such an operation, a scheme
has been proposed which is for realizing sharing of contents
by uploading data to a distribution server directly from a
mobile phone that is an imaging device, and by authenticating
browsers based on a user list (for example, see Patent Litera-
ture 1).

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature

[PTL 1]
Japanese Unexamined Patent Application Publication No.
2006-332990
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2
SUMMARY OF INVENTION

However, the content sharing system described in Patent
Literature 1 requires that the whole content data that should
be shared be stored in the distribution server. For this reason,
a larger amount of content data increases more significantly
communication cost and time required to upload content data
from a device owned by a user to a distribution server. Fur-
thermore, the user must secure device resources required to
upload the content data. A larger amount of content data also
requires a larger storage capacity for a storage device (a
network storage) at a server side that is considered as requir-
ing a comparatively high cost. In short, the conventional
content sharing system has a problem of increasing a com-
munication cost and a processing load when sharing a com-
paratively large amount of content data.

The present invention has been made in order to solve the
above-described problems, and aims to provide a content
sharing system capable of reducing such a communication
cost and processing load when sharing content data between
a plurality of apparatuses.

In order to solve the above-described problems, a content
sharing system according to an aspect of the present invention
includes: a content providing apparatus which is capable of
providing content data; a content obtaining apparatus which
obtains the content data from the content providing apparatus
through a network; and a content relaying apparatus which
relays network connection between the content obtaining
apparatus and the content providing apparatus, wherein the
content relaying apparatus includes: a social information
managing unit configured to obtain a familiarity degree indi-
cating familiarity between a user of the content providing
apparatus and a user of the content obtaining apparatus with
reference to social information including the familiarity
degree between the users, when the content relaying appara-
tus receives, from the content obtaining apparatus, a first data
obtainment request for obtainment of the content data; and a
provision and relay determining unit configured to transmit,
to the content obtaining apparatus, connection information
for enabling the content obtaining apparatus to establish net-
work connection with the content providing apparatus, when
the familiarity degree is larger than or equal to a threshold
value, the content obtaining apparatus includes an obtainment
determining unit configured to transmit, to the content pro-
viding apparatus, a second data obtainment request for trans-
mission of the content data, using the connection information,
when the content obtaining apparatus transmits the first data
obtainment request to the content relaying apparatus and then
receives the connection information from the content relaying
apparatus, and the content providing apparatus includes an
external-provision determining unit configured to transmit
the content data to the content obtaining apparatus, when the
content providing apparatus receives the second data obtain-
ment request from the content obtaining apparatus.

With this structure, whether data can be provided or not is
determined based on a familiarity degree between a user who
provides the content data and a user who obtains the content
data. The content data is directly transmitted from the content
providing apparatus to the content obtaining apparatus. For
this reason, for example, it is possible to reduce the size of a
storage area for storing content data in a server in a network
service for the purpose of sharing content data. The user who
provides the content data can reduce the operation cost (such
as an operation of uploading the content data). Furthermore,
since the content data is directly provided without a server, it
is also possible to reduce the communication cost. Further-
more, the content data is provided only to users who are in a
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close relationship with the provider, it is possible to reduce
unauthorized access to and leakage of the content data.

In addition, preferably, the second data obtainment request
includes user information indicating the user of the content
obtaining apparatus, and the external-provision determining
unit is configured to obtain, from the content relaying appa-
ratus, the familiarity degree between the user indicated by the
user information and the user of the content providing appa-
ratus, and to transmit the content data to the content obtaining
apparatus such that transmission of the content data is given a
higher priority when the familiarity degree is higher.

With this structure, in the case of reception of a plurality of
second data obtainment requests for requesting obtainment of
at least one content data item, a priority is placed on provision
of'the content data to an obtainment-requesting user who has
a high familiarity degree with the providing user. For this
reason, it is possible to preferentially provide content data of
ahigh grade or a high image quality to a user having a higher
familiarity degree, and to provide content data of a low grade
or a low image quality to a user having a lower familiarity
degree. Alternatively, it is possible to put, in a queue, provi-
sion of content data to a user having a comparatively low
familiarity degree. In other words, it is possible to control
provision priority appropriately, and thus to reduce the com-
munication cost and the processing load of the content pro-
viding apparatus.

In addition, preferably, the content providing apparatus
further includes a state notifying unit configured to transmit
state information indicating a state of the content providing
apparatus to the content relaying apparatus, and the provision
and relay determining unit is configured to transmit the con-
nection information to the content obtaining apparatus, based
on the state information received from the content providing
apparatus.

With this structure, it is possible to transmit the connection
information according to a state of the content providing
apparatus. In other words, when the state of the content pro-
viding apparatus is a state undesirable for provision of the
content data, it is possible to disable transmission of the
connection information for connection to the content provid-
ing apparatus. Accordingly, it is possible to reduce the num-
ber of cases where the content obtaining apparatus fails to
obtain the content data from the content providing apparatus.

In addition, preferably, the content providing apparatus
further includes a content modifying unit configured to
modify the content data to generate modified content data that
is smaller in data amount than the content data, the external-
provision determining unit is further configured to transmit
the modified content data to the content relaying apparatus,
and the provision and relay determining unit is further con-
figured to store the modified content data into a content data
storage unit, and to transmit the modified content data to the
content obtaining apparatus, wherein the content obtaining
apparatus further includes: an output unit configured to dis-
play the modified content data; and an input unit configured to
receive, from the user, an obtainment instruction for obtaining
the content data corresponding to the modified content data,
and the obtainment determining unit is configured to transmit
the first data obtainment request to the content relaying appa-
ratus according to the received obtainment instruction.

With this structure, it is possible to modify the content data
to generate modified content data having a data amount
smaller than the data amount of the content data. For this
reason, the content relaying apparatus can reduce the capacity
of a storage area for recording the modified content data more
significantly in this case than in the case of storing the raw
content data. In addition, the user of the content obtaining
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apparatus can check the details of the content data by viewing
the modified content data. Accordingly, the user can under-
stand the details of the content data more easily than in the
case of selecting the content data by text. As a result, it is
possible to reduce the number of cases where the user selects
different content data.

In addition, preferably, the content modifying unit is con-
figured to obtain an available capacity in the content data
storage unit from the content relaying apparatus, and to gen-
erate the modified content data such that a data amount of the
modified content data is changed depending on the available
capacity.

With this structure, it is possible to automatically generate
the modified content data according to the available capacity
of'the content data storage unit. For this reason, it is possible
to reduce the time required for such upload and to reduce the
communication cost more significantly than in the case of
uploading the whole content. Furthermore, since there is no
need to prepare a storage area for storing the whole content
data, itis possible to reduce the capacity of the storage area for
storing the content data.

In addition, preferably, the content modifying unit is con-
figured to obtain, from the content relaying apparatus, a
familiarity degree of an other user with respect to the user of
the content providing apparatus, and to generate the modified
content data, based on the familiarity degree.

With this structure, it is possible to generate the modified
content data adapted to the user having a high familiarity
degree. Accordingly, the user having the high familiarity
degree who is highly likely to request obtainment of the
content data can easily check the details of the content data.
As aresult, it is possible to reduce the number of cases where
different content data is selected.

In addition, preferably, the content data is video data
including a plurality of pictures, and the content modifying
unit is configured to generate the modified content data such
that the modified content data includes a greater number of
pictures in each of which an image of the other user is
included when the familiarity degree of the other user is
higher.

With this structure, the user who is highly likely to request
obtainment of the content data can check the details of the
content data more easily. As a result, it is possible to reduce
the number of cases where different content data is selected.

In addition, preferably, the external-provision determining
unit is configured to prioritize transmission of the content
data when the content data has never been provided to the
content obtaining apparatus than when the content data has
been previously provided to the content obtaining apparatus.

With this structure, it is possible to lower the priority when
the same user tries to obtain the same content data once again.

Inaddition, preferably, the provision and relay determining
unit is further configured to distribute the content data to the
content providing apparatus, and the content relaying appa-
ratus further includes a charge managing unit configured to
change at least one of a price charged to the user of the content
providing apparatus and a price charged to the user of the
content obtaining apparatus, according to history that the
content providing apparatus transmitted the content data to an
other content obtaining apparatus according to connection
information.

With this structure, it is possible to change a charge price to
an appropriate charge price as necessary according to the
provision and relay history of the content data between the
users. For this reason, for example, it is possible to apply a
discount (such as a 30% discount in the case of provision to
three users) according to the number of users to which the
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content data is provided. In addition, it is also possible to
apply, to a user of the content obtaining apparatus that obtains
the target content data from the content providing apparatus,
a price obtained by subtracting a price corresponding to a
reduction in the processing load of the content relaying appa-
ratus from a regular price that is charged in the case of obtain-
ment from the content relaying apparatus.

In addition, preferably, the content relaying apparatus fur-
ther includes an advertisement providing unit configured to
generate advertisement data relating to the content data,
based on the history that the content providing apparatus
transmitted the content data to the other content obtaining
apparatus according to the connection information, and to
transmit the generated advertisement data to the content
obtaining apparatus.

With this structure, it is possible to distribute, to devices on
anetwork, advertisement data generated based on the history
that the content providing apparatus transmitted the content
data to the content obtaining apparatus. Accordingly, it is
possible to distribute the advertisement data on which the
after-change charge price is already reflected, and to thereby
increase the userfriendliness.

In addition, the present invention can be implemented as
the content relaying apparatus or the content providing appa-
ratus. In addition, the aforementioned content relaying appa-
ratus or the content providing apparatus can be implemented
as an integrated circuit.

As described above, the present invention can be imple-
mented as the content sharing system, the content relaying
apparatus, or the content providing apparatus. In addition, the
present invention can be realized as a content sharing method,
a content relaying method, or a content providing method
either of which has the steps corresponding to the unique
structural elements of the content sharing system, the content
relaying apparatus, or the content providing apparatus. In
addition, the present invention can be realized as a program
for causing a computer to execute these steps of the content
relaying method or the content providing method. Such a
program can naturally be distributed via recording media
such as CD-ROMs or transmission media such as the Internet.

According to the present invention, whether data can be
provided or not is determined based on a familiarity degree
between a user who provides the content data and a user who
obtains the content data.

The content data is directly transmitted from the content
providing apparatus to the content obtaining apparatus. For
this reason, for example, it is possible to reduce the size of a
storage area for storing content data in a server in a network
service for the purpose of sharing content data. The user who
provides the content data can reduce the operation cost (such
as an operation of uploading the content data). Furthermore,
since the content data is directly provided without a server, it
is also possible to reduce the communication cost. Further-
more, the content data is provided only to users in a close
relationship with the provider, it is possible to reduce cases of
unauthorized access to and leakage of the content data.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a configuration of a content
sharing system according to Embodiment 1 of the present
invention.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content providing apparatus according to Embodiment 1 of
the present invention.
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FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content relaying apparatus according to Embodiment 1 ofthe
present invention.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content obtaining apparatus according to Embodiment 1 of
the present invention.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing exemplary index data in
Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 6A is a diagram showing exemplary social informa-
tion in Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 6B is a diagram showing exemplary social informa-
tion in Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating the concept of nodes in
social information in Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an exemplary priority deter-
mination threshold value table in Embodiment 1 of the
present invention.

FIG. 9 is a sequence diagram showing a flow of informa-
tion items in a content sharing system according to Embodi-
ment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 10is a flowchart of provision and relay determination
processes according to Embodiment 1 of the present inven-
tion.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of external-provision determination
processes according to Variation 1 of Embodiment 1 of the
present invention.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content providing apparatus according to Variation 2 of
Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 13 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content relaying apparatus according to Variation 2 of
Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 14 is a diagram of an exemplary user information
table in Variation 2 of Embodiment 1 of'the present invention.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content providing apparatus according to Variation 3 of
Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 16 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content relaying apparatus according to Variation 3 of
Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 17 is a diagram showing exemplary index data in
Variation 3 of Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 18 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content providing apparatus according to Variation 4 of
Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

FIG. 19 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content relaying apparatus according to Embodiment 2 of the
present invention.

FIG. 20 is a diagram showing exemplary provision and
relay history data in Embodiment 2 of the present invention.

FIG. 21 is a diagram showing an exemplary charge change
table in Embodiment 2 of the present invention.

FIG. 22 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content relaying apparatus according to Variation of Embodi-
ment 2 of the present invention.

FIG. 23 is a diagram showing an exemplary advertisement
display screen in Variation of Embodiment 2 of the present
invention.

FIG. 24 is a diagram showing an exemplary advertisement
display screen in Variation of Embodiment 2 of the present
invention.

FIG. 25 is a diagram showing an exemplary advertisement
display screen in Variation of Embodiment 2 of the present
invention.

FIG. 26 is a block diagram showing a configuration of a
content sharing system according to an aspect of the present
invention.
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF INVENTION

Hereinafter, embodiments of the present invention are
described with reference to the drawings. In the following
embodiments, the same structural elements are assigned with
the same numerical references, and the same descriptions
thereof are not repeated.

Each of the following embodiments described below
shows a preferred specific example of the present invention.
In other words, the numerical values, shapes, materials, struc-
tural elements, the arrangement and connection of the struc-
tural elements, steps, the processing order of the steps etc.
shown in the following exemplary embodiments are mere
examples, and therefore do not limit the present invention.
The present invention is defined based on the descriptions in
the Claims. Accordingly, among the structural elements in the
following exemplary embodiments, structural elements not
recited in any one of the independent claims defining the most
generic part of the present invention are not always necessary
for achieving the aim of the present invention although these
structural elements are described as structural elements of
preferred embodiments.

[Embodiment 1]

FIG. 1 is an illustration of a configuration of a content
sharing system 10 according to Embodiment 1 of the present
invention. As shown in FIG. 1, the content sharing system 10
includes a content providing apparatus 100, a content relay-
ing apparatus 300, a content obtaining apparatus 400, a con-
tent providing apparatus 500, and a content obtaining appa-
ratus 600. These content providing apparatus 100, content
relaying apparatus 300, content obtaining apparatus 400, con-
tent providing apparatus 500, content obtaining apparatus
600 are connected to each other via a network 200.

The content providing apparatus 500 is similar to the con-
tent providing apparatus 100, and thus descriptions of the
content providing apparatus 500 are skipped as necessary
below. Likewise, the content obtaining apparatus 600 is simi-
lar to the content obtaining apparatus 400, and thus descrip-
tions of the content obtaining apparatus 600 are skipped as
necessary below.

The content providing apparatus 100 is an apparatus which
is capable of providing content data. Such content data
include image data of photographs or videos, or audio data, or
a combination thereof.

More specifically, the content providing apparatus 100 is,
for example, a video recorder or a home server which can
mount an external storage media having image data recorded
thereon. In addition, the content providing apparatus 100 is,
for example, a digital still camera which is capable of captur-
ing still images or a digital video camera which is capable of
capturing videos.

The content relaying apparatus 300 is an apparatus which
relays provision of contents. More specifically, the content
obtaining apparatus 400 is, for example, a Web server. The
content relaying apparatus 300 relays network connection
between the content obtaining apparatus 400 and the content
providing apparatus 100.

The content obtaining apparatus 400 is an apparatus which
requests obtainment of the content data. More specifically,
the content obtaining apparatus 400 is, for example, a video
recorder, a home server, or a mobile terminal. The content
obtaining apparatus 400 obtains content data from the content
providing apparatus 100 that is connected through a network
200.

Next, the main functional structure of each of these content
providing apparatus 100, content relaying apparatus 300, and
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8

content obtaining apparatus 400 are described with reference
to corresponding one of FIG. 2 to FIG. 4.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content providing apparatus 100 according to Embodiment 1
of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 2, the content
providing apparatus 100 includes an input unit 101, an output
unit 102, an application unit 103, a data storage unit 104, a
content data storage unit 105, a communication unit 106, and
an external-provision determining unit 107.

The input unit 101 obtains content data using an input
means (such as an interface with an external storage medium
or an embedded camera module) that is mounted on the
content providing apparatus 100. The input unit 101 transfers
the obtained content data to the data storage unit 104 via the
application unit 103.

The output unit 102 outputs various kinds of data. For
example, the output unit 102 outputs the content data
obtained by the input unit 101 to a display apparatus.

The data storage unit 104 stores, into the content data
storage unit 105, content data 1054 transferred from the input
unit 101.

The content data storage unit 105 is, for example, a hard
disk or a flash memory. The content data storage unit 105
records, in a re-readable format, the content data 1054 which
can be provided to the content obtaining apparatus 400
through the network 200.

The application unit 103 is a processing unit having various
kinds of functions that are used by a user of the content
providing apparatus 100 (these functions are, for example, a
content viewer function, a slide show reproduction function,
or a print output function). More specifically, the application
unit 103 realizes the various kinds of functions according to
an instruction that is received from the user through the input
unit 101. For example, the application unit 103 reads the
content data 1054 recorded in the content data storage unit
105 at an arbitrary timing, and execute desired processing.

The communication unit 106 is a communication interface
for communication with a server or an apparatus such as a
terminal on the network 200. More specifically, for example,
the communication unit 106 communicates communication
packets with the content relaying apparatus 300 or the content
obtaining apparatus 400.

The external-provision determining unit 107 reads the con-
tent data 105a from the content data storage unit 105, and
generates index data. The index data is data indicating the
outline of the content data that can be provided to the external
device (such as the content obtaining apparatus 400) through
the communication unit 106.

Furthermore, the external-provision determining unit 107
determines whether or not to provide the content data 1054 to
the external device according to the information received
from the external device. In this embodiment, the external-
provision determining unit 107 transmits the content data
105a to the content obtaining apparatus 400 when the second
data obtainment request is received from the content obtain-
ing apparatus 400.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content relaying apparatus 300 according to Embodiment 1 of
the present invention. As shown in FIG. 3, the content relay-
ing apparatus 300 includes a communication unit 301, a
social information managing unit 302, a social information
storage unit 303, an index managing unit 304, an index data
storage unit 305, and a provision and relay determining unit
306.

The communication unit 301 is similar to the communica-
tion unit 106 included in the content providing apparatus 100,
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and is a communication interface for communication with a
server or an apparatus such as a terminal on the network 200.

The social information managing unit 302 manages social
information 303a. More specifically, the social information
managing unit 302 obtains a familiarity degree between the
user of the content providing apparatus 100 and the user of the
content obtaining apparatus 400, with reference to the social
information 3034 stored in the social information storage unit
303.

The social information 303¢ includes familiarity degrees
indicating relationships between users and familiarity
between the users. The social information 3034 is described
later in detail with reference to FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B.

The index managing unit 304 receives, via the communi-
cation unit 301, the index data generated by the external-
provision determining unit 107 of the content providing appa-
ratus 100. The index managing unit 304 stores the received
index data 305a in the index data storage unit 305.

When the content obtaining apparatus 400 receives the first
data obtainment request from the later-described content
obtaining apparatus 400, the provision and relay determining
unit 306 determines whether the content obtaining apparatus
400 can use the content data 1054 of the content providing
apparatus 100, with reference to the social information 303«
and the index data 305a. The provision and relay determining
unit 306 transmits the connection information to the content
obtaining apparatus 400 according to the result of the deter-
mination.

In other words, the provision and relay determining unit
306 transmits the connection information to the content
obtaining apparatus 400 when the familiarity degree between
the user of the content providing apparatus 100 and the user of
the content obtaining apparatus 400 is larger than or equal to
athreshold value. This connection information is information
for enabling the content obtaining apparatus 400 to establish
network connection with the content providing apparatus
100. More specifically, the connection information includes
address information of the content providing apparatus 100
on the network 200. For example, the connection information
may include authentication information for connecting to the
content providing apparatus 100.

FIG. 4 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content obtaining apparatus 400 according to Embodiment 1
of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 4, the content
obtaining apparatus 400 includes an input unit 401, an output
unit 402, an application unit 403, a communication unit 404,
an obtainment determining unit 405, a data storage unit 406,
and a content data storage unit 407.

The input unit 401 receives an instruction from a user
through an input means (such as atouch panel for operation or
a button) mounted on the content obtaining apparatus 400.
More specifically, the input unit 401 receives, for example,
the instruction for selecting the content data that is the obtain-
ment target. The input unit 401 gives the instruction for
executing processing to the application unit 403, based on the
received instruction.

The output unit 402 outputs a user interaction display
screen or a response sound for enabling the user to give an
instruction for execution of the processing to the application
unit 403. More specifically, the output unit 402 outputs a GUI
(Graphical User Interface) for selecting content data based on
the index data received from the content relaying apparatus
300.

The application unit 403 is a processing unit having various
kinds of functions that are used by a user of the content
obtaining apparatus 400 (these functions are, for example, a
content viewer function, a slide show reproduction function,
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or a print output function). More specifically, the application
unit 403 realizes the various kinds of functions according to
an instruction that is received from the user through the input
unit 401.

The communication unit 404 is similar to the communica-
tion unit 106 included in the content providing apparatus 100,
and is a communication interface for communication with a
server or an apparatus such as a terminal on the network 200.

The obtainment determining unit 405 transmits the first
data obtainment request to the content relaying apparatus 300
via the communication unit 404, and determines whether or
not to obtain the content data based on the result of the
response to the request. More specifically, the obtainment
determining unit 405 transmits the first data obtainment
request to the content relaying apparatus 300. The obtainment
determining unit 405 transmits the second data obtainment
request for requesting transmission of the content data to the
content providing apparatus 100, using the connection infor-
mation when the connection information is received from the
content relaying apparatus 300.

The data storage unit 406 stores the received content data
407a in the content data storage unit 407 when the obtainment
determining unit 405 obtains the content data.

The content data storage unit 407 is, for example, a hard
disk or a flash memory. The content data storage unit 407
stores the content data 4074 in a re-readable format. Next, the
application unit 403 reads the content data 4074 recorded in
the content data storage unit 407 at an arbitrary timing, and
execute desired processing.

Next, the index data 3054 and social information 303a
stored in the content relaying apparatus 300 are described
with reference to FIG. 5, FIG. 6A, and FIG. 6B.

FIG. 5 is a diagram showing exemplary index data 3054 in
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. As shown in FIG. 5,
the index data 305a stores meta information indicating the
outline of the content data in association with an identifier for
identifying the content data that can be provided to an exter-
nal device. More specifically, the index data 3054 includes, in
association with 1D, data names, an extension, a type, appa-
ratus 1D, image capturing dates and times, and total times.

This index data 305a is generated by the external-provision
determining unit 107 of the content providing apparatus 100,
and is transmitted to the content relaying apparatus 300.

The data names are information necessary for access to the
content data. The data names may be called as object identi-
fiers or data paths.

The extension indicates the format type of files. In FIG. 5,
“mp4” indicating video is stored. The type indicates the type
of'the content data 105a. In FIG. 5, only “Movie” indicating
video used for simple explanation is stored. The apparatus ID
is an identifier that is uniquely assigned to the apparatus
which generated the content data 105a. In FIG. 5, for simple
explanation, the apparatus ID is represented as a character
string “DSC-X” that identifies the apparatus. The image cap-
turing dates and times show time points at which items of the
content data 105a were generated. The total times are total
(reproduction) times of the videos.

Each of FIG. 6A and FIG. 6B is a diagram showing exem-
plary social information 3034 in Embodiment 1 of the present
invention. More specifically, FIG. 6A is a diagram showing
an exemplary user information table included in the social
information 303a. In addition, FIG. 6B is a diagram showing
an exemplary social information table included in the social
information 303a.

As shown in FIG. 6A, the user information table stores
information about users. More specifically, the user informa-
tion table includes, in association with the identifiers (ID) for
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identifying the users, the user names, addresses, owned appa-
ratus 1D, owned apparatuses, and apparatus-unique connec-
tion information.

The user names are the names or nicknames of the users.
The addresses are information for communicating informa-
tion to the users using electric mail. The owned apparatus ID
is an identifier (for example, the identifier of the content
providing apparatus 100 owned by one of the users) that is
assigned uniquely to the apparatus that is owned or used by
the user identified by the owned apparatus ID. The owned
apparatus name is the apparatus name (for example, “Mike-
A” of the apparatus owned by the user whose user name is
“Mike”) that is identified by the owned apparatus ID. The
apparatus-unique connection information is information nec-
essary for establishing network connection to the apparatus
identified by the ID. Examples of the apparatus-unique con-
nection information described here are global IP addresses,
port numbers, initial connection paths which are necessary
for establishing connection to the apparatus via the network
200.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 3B, the social information
table stores relationships and familiarity degrees indicating
familiarity between users. Here, each of the relationships
indicates whether or not the target user (the owner of the
social information) and a corresponding one of the other users
know each other in the real world. In addition, familiarity
means familiarity of the social information owner with each
of'the users who has a relationship with the social information
owner. Here, the familiarity degree is set when the owner has
a relationship with the user such that the value of the famil-
iarity degree is higher when the owner is more familiar with
the user.

Here, the familiarity degree may be set, for example, based
on the number of messages communicated between the users
in a social networking service. In addition, for example, the
familiarity degree may be set based on the number of particu-
lar characters (such as emoticons) in the messages commu-
nicated between the users.

For example, in the social information table in FIG. 6B, the
social information owners are represented in the vertical
direction, and the users who evaluate each of the social infor-
mation owners are represented in the horizontal direction.
The similarity degrees are managed as numerical values each
of which is 0 or larger and less than 1.

Here, when users do not know each other (in other words,
these users has no relationship), the familiarity degree is
represented as “0” or “a numerical value close to 0”. In FIG.
6B, when the user whose user name is “Mike” identified as ID
“0” is the social information owner, “Mike” and “Alice” know
each other, and the familiarity between “Mike” and “Alice” is
“0.83”. Furthermore, the familiarity degree between “Mike”
and “Julia” is “0.83”, and the familiarity degree between
“Mike” and “Tom™ is “0.53”. Accordingly, it is shown that
“Mike” is more familiar with “Alice” and “Julia” with respect
to which the numerical values of the familiarity degrees are
larger than the numerical value of the familiarity degree with
respect to “Tom”.

Here, the cell as a cross point between the row on which the
social information owner is “Mike” and the column on which
the user who evaluates “Mike” is “Mike” stores “-” (this
symbol indicates that no numerical value needs to be input) as
the numerical value indicating the familiarity degree. Further-
more, assuming that one of the users other than “Mike” is the
social information owner (for example, assuming that the
user whose name is “Alice” identified by ID “1” is the social
information owner), the social information table can be used
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to manage numerical values indicating the familiarity degrees
between the social information owner and the users who
evaluate the owner.

Here, the familiarity degree is represented as a normalized
numerical value that is 0 or larger and less than 1. However,
the familiarity degree does not always need to be represented
as such. For example, the familiarity degree may be converted
into a numerical value using a point system in which a point
is added without placing the upper limit when a predeter-
mined condition is satisfied. In addition, the familiarity
degrees may be grouped into classifications (such as A to E)
on plural grades, and represented using the classifications.

FIG. 7 is a diagram illustrating the concept of nodes in
social information in Embodiment 1 of the present invention.
In addition, FIG. 8 is a diagram showing an exemplary prior-
ity determination threshold value table in Embodiment 1 of
the present invention.

As shown in FIG. 7, the social information represents, by
numerical values indicating the familiarity degrees, the famil-
iarity of the social information owner “Mike” with respect to
each of the other users. Here, a larger numerical value (closer
to 1) shows a closer relationship, and a smaller numerical
value (closer to 0) shows a more distant relationship.

A priority determination threshold value table shown in
FIG. 8 is a table that is held inside the external-provision
determining unit 107 or the provision and relay determining
unit 306. The priority levels according to which data is pro-
vided to the respective users are calculated based on the
familiarity degrees in the priority determination threshold
value table in which threshold value is set for use. For
example, in FIG. 8, the priority levels are composed of four
grades of A to C, and Z. Forexample, as shown in FIG. 7, both
of'the familiarity degree between “Mike” and “Alice” and the
familiarity degree between “Mike” and “Julia” are “0.83”, the
priority levels of “Alice” and “Julia” are “A”. In addition, the
familiarity degree between “Mike” and “Tom” is “0.53”, and
the familiarity degree between “Mike” and “Paul” is “0.51”,
and the priority levels of “Tom” and “Paul” are “B”.

Next, a description is given of various kinds of operations
that are performed by the content sharing system 10 config-
ured as described above.

FIG. 9 is a sequence diagram showing a flow of informa-
tion items in the content sharing system 10 according to
Embodiment 1 of the present invention.

First, the external-provision determining unit 107 of the
content providing apparatus 100 generates index data show-
ing the outline of the content data that can be provided, and
transmit the index data to the content relaying apparatus 300
(S101). The index managing unit 304 of the content relaying
apparatus 300 stores the received index data in the index data
storage unit 305. The index managing unit 304 transmits the
index data 3054 stored in the index data storage unit 305 to the
content obtaining apparatus 400 (S102).

The application unit 403 of the content obtaining apparatus
400 generates a GUI for enabling the user to select at least one
of the content data items shown by the received index data
305a. The output unit 402 outputs the generated GUI onto a
display screen. Subsequently, the obtainment determining
unit 405 transmits a first data obtainment request to the con-
tent relaying apparatus 300 according to an instruction
received from the user through the input unit 401 (S103).

The provision and relay determining unit 306 of the content
relaying apparatus 300 executes provision and relay determi-
nation processing (S104). The details of the provision and
relay determination processing are described later with ref-
erence to FIG. 10. When connection information is deter-
mined to be transmitted in the provision and relay determi-
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nation processing, the provision and relay determining unit
306 transmits, to the content obtaining apparatus 400, the
connection information for enabling the content obtaining
apparatus 400 to establish network connection with the con-
tent providing apparatus 100 (S105).

Using the received connection information, the obtainment
determining unit 405 of the content obtaining apparatus 400
transmits a second data obtainment request to the content
providing apparatus 100 (S106). The external-provision
determining unit 107 of the content providing apparatus 100
executes external-provision determination processing
according to the received second data obtainment request
(8107). In this embodiment, the external-provision determin-
ing unit 107 determines, for example, whether or not itis good
to transmit the content data to the content obtaining apparatus
400, based on the second data obtainment request.

Lastly, the external-provision determining unit 107 trans-
mits the content data to the content obtaining apparatus 400
according to the result of the determination (S108).

Next, with reference to FIG. 10, a description is given of a
flow of provision and relay determination processing by the
provision and relay determining unit 306 of the content relay-
ing apparatus 300.

FIG. 10 is a flowchart of provision and relay determination
processes according to Embodiment 1 of the present inven-
tion. More specifically, FIG. 10 shows the processes after the
transmission of the first data obtainment request from the
content obtaining apparatus 400 to the content relaying appa-
ratus 300. This first data obtainment request is a message for
obtaining the content data (hereinafter referred to as “the
target content data”) selected by the user of the content
obtaining apparatus 400 from among the content data items
shown by the index data 305a4.

In FIG. 10, the users of the content providing apparatus
100, the content obtaining apparatus 400, the content provid-
ing apparatus 500, and the content obtaining apparatus 600
shown in FIG. 1 are assumed to be User A “Mike”, User C
“Julia”, User B “Alice”, and User D “Tom”, respectively.

First, the provision and relay determining unit 306 receives
the first data obtainment request via the communication unit
301 (S601). The provision and relay determining unit 306
extracts, from the received first data obtainment request, user
information indicating the user of the content obtaining appa-
ratus 400 that is the transmission source (hereinafter, the user
is referred to as “the obtainment-requesting user”) and the
user of the content providing apparatus 100 that is capable of
providing the target content data (hereinafter, the user is
referred to as “the providing user”). Next, the social informa-
tion managing unit 302 obtains the familiarity degree
between the obtainment-requesting user (User C “Julia” here)
and the providing user (User A “Mike” here), with reference
to the social information 303a (S602).

Next, the provision and relay determining unit 306 deter-
mines whether or not the obtainment-requesting user and the
providing user know each other by determining whether or
not the obtained familiarity degree is “0” (S603). Here, when
the obtainment-requesting user and the providing user do not
know each other (the familiarity degree is not “0” (N in S603),
the provision and relay determining unit 306 transmits a
message indicating that no connection can be established, as
a response to the first data obtainment request (S610).

On the other hand, when the obtainment-requesting user
and the providing user know each other (the familiarity
degreeis “0” (Y in S603), the provision and relay determining
unit 306 determines whether or not the priority level of the
obtainment-requesting user with respect to the providing user
is larger than or equal to a predetermined value, based on the
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obtained familiarity degree (S605). Here, the predetermined
value is ‘“Level B” shown in FIG. 8. In other words, the
provision and relay determining unit 306 determines whether
or not the numerical value indicating the familiarity degree is
larger than or equal to “0.50”.

Here, when the priority level of the obtainment-requesting
user is smaller than the predetermined value (N in S605), a
message indicating that no connection can be established is
transmitted as a response to the first data obtainment request
(S606). On the other hand, when the priority level of the
obtainment-requesting user is larger than or equal to the pre-
determined value (Y in S605), the provision and relay deter-
mining unit 306 transmits the apparatus-unique connection
information for establishing network connection with the
content providing apparatus 100, as a response to the first data
obtainment request (S607).

For example, as shown in FIG. 6B and FIG. 7, the famil-
iarity degree of User C “Julia” with respect to User A “Mike”
is “0.83”. Accordingly, since the familiarity degree is larger
than the predetermined value “0.5”; the content obtaining
apparatus 400 of User C can obtain the apparatus-unique
connection information for establishing a direct connection to
the content providing apparatus 100 of User A. The obtain-
ment determining unit 405 of the content obtaining apparatus
400 of User C transmits the second data obtainment request
for obtaining the desired content data to the content providing
apparatus 100, according to the operation by User C. As a
result, the content obtaining apparatus 400 can obtain the
desired content data from the content providing apparatus
100. The content obtaining apparatus 400 can store the
desired content data in the content data storage unit 407. In
other words, the content providing apparatus 100 and the
content obtaining apparatus 400 can share the content data.

As described above, according to the content sharing sys-
tem 10 in this embodiment, whether or not data can be pro-
vided is determined based on the familiarity degree between
the user who provides the content data and the user who
obtains the content data, and the content data is directly
communicated between the apparatuses owned by the users.
For this reason, for example, it is possible to reduce the size of
a storage area for storing content data in a server in a network
service for the purpose of sharing content data. The user who
provides the content data can reduce the operation cost (such
as an operation of uploading the content data). Furthermore,
since the content data is directly provided without a server, it
is also possible to reduce the communication cost. Further-
more, the content data is provided only to users who are in a
close relationship with the provider, it is possible to reduce
cases of unauthorized access to and leakage of the content
data.

[Variation 1 of Embodiment 1]

Next, Variation 1 of Embodiment 1 is described. In a con-
tent sharing system 10 according to this variation, a content
providing apparatus 100 transmits content data to a content
obtaining apparatus 400 such that transmission of the content
data is given a higher priority when the familiarity degree of
the user of the content obtaining apparatus 400 is higher. With
reference to the drawings, descriptions are given below focus-
ing on the points different from those of Embodiment 1.

FIG. 11 is a flowchart of external-provision determination
processes according to Variation 1 of Embodiment 1 of the
present invention.

As shown in FIG. 11, the external-provision determining
unit 107 of the content providing apparatus 100 receives the
second data obtainment request including the apparatus-
unique connection information, from the obtainment deter-
mining unit 405 of the content obtaining apparatus 400
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(S8701). The external-provision determining unit 107 checks
whether or not the content data 105a is currently being pro-
vided to a content obtaining apparatus 600 of a user other than
the obtainment-requesting user who made the received sec-
ond data obtainment request (S702). In other words, the exter-
nal-provision determining unit 107 determines whether or not
the number of content obtaining apparatus which are cur-
rently being connected is 1 or more (the number correspond-
ing to the number of connections).

Here, when the content data 1054 is not currently being
provided to the content obtaining apparatus 600 (N in S702),
the external-provision determining unit 107 executes the pro-
cessing corresponding to the received second data obtainment
request (S708). In other words, the external-provision deter-
mining unit 107 starts to provide the content data 1054 to the
content obtaining apparatus 400 that is the transmission
source of the second data obtainment request.

On the other hand, when the content data 1054 is currently
being provided to the content obtaining apparatus 600 (Y in
S8702), the external-provision determining unit 107 obtains,
from the content relaying apparatus 300, (i) the familiarity
degree between the user (the obtainment-requesting user) of
the content obtaining apparatus 400 that is the transmission
source of the received second data obtainment request and the
user (the providing user) of the content providing apparatus
100 and (ii) the familiarity degree between the user of the
content obtaining apparatus 600 and the user of the content
providing apparatus (S703).

For example, the external-provision determining unit 107
obtains, from the content relaying apparatus 300, the famil-
iarity degree “0.83” between User C “Julia” of the content
obtaining apparatus 400 that is the transmission source of the
second data obtaining request and User A “Mike” of the
content providing apparatus 100 and the familiarity degree
“0.53” between User D “Tom” of the content obtaining appa-
ratus 600 and User A “Mike” of the content providing appa-
ratus 100.

More specifically, the external-provision determining unit
107 extracts user information indicating the obtainment-re-
questing user from the second data obtainment request. Next,
the external-provision determining unit 107 asks the content
relaying apparatus 300 about the familiarity degree between
the obtainment-requesting user (User C “Julia” here) and the
providing user (User A “Mike” here) indicated by the
extracted user information. Furthermore, the external-provi-
sion determining unit 107 asks the content relaying apparatus
300 about the familiarity degree between the user who is
currently receiving the content (User D “Tom” here) and the
providing user (User A “Mike” here).

Next, the external-provision determining unit 107 deter-
mines whether or not the priority level (that is a familiarity
degree) of the user of the content obtaining apparatus 400 that
is the transmission source of the second data obtainment
request is higher than the priority level of the user of the
content obtaining apparatus 600 which is currently receiving
the content data. Here, when the priority level of the content
obtaining apparatus 400 that is the transmission source of the
second data obtainment request is not higher than the priority
level of the user of the content obtaining apparatus 600 (N in
S704), the external-provision determining unit 107 registers
the second data obtainment request in a job queue (S705).

On the other hand, when the priority level of the user of the
content obtaining apparatus 400 that is the transmission
source of the second data obtainment request is higher than
the priority level of the user of the content obtaining apparatus
600 (Y in S704), the external-provision determining unit 107
stops providing the content data to the content obtaining
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apparatus 600, and performs control for preferentially pro-
cessing the second data obtainment request (S706). More
specifically, the external-provision determining unit 107
modifies the job queue such that the content data provision
processing for the content obtaining apparatus 600 is
executed after the content data provision processing for the
content obtaining apparatus 400 that is the transmission
source of the second data obtainment request.

The external-provision determining unit 107 sequentially
executes the tasks registered in the job queue (S707). In other
words, the external-provision determining unit 107 transmits
the content data to the content obtaining apparatus such that
transmission of the content data is given a higher priority
when the familiarity degree is higher. For example, in the
social information table shown in FIG. 6B, the familiarity
degree of User C “Julia” with respect to User A “Mike” is
“0.83”, and the familiarity degree of User D “Tom” with
respectto User A “Mike” is “0.53”. Accordingly, the external-
provision determining unit 107 stops providing the content
data to the content obtaining apparatus 600 of User D “Tom”
that is currently receiving the content data, and preferentially
provides the content data to the content obtaining apparatus
400 of User C “Julia” connected after User D “Tom”.

Here, when the familiarity degree of User C is higher than
the familiarity degree of User D, the external-provision deter-
mining unit 107 stops providing the content data to the con-
tent obtaining apparatus 600 of User D. However, priority
control does not always need to be performed in such a
manner. For example, the content providing apparatus 100
may transmit the content data to the content obtaining appa-
ratus such that transmission of the content data is given a
higher priority when the familiarity degree is higher, by modi-
fying assignment of a communication bandwidth depending
on the familiarity degree.

As described above, according to the content sharing sys-
tem 10 in this variation, in the case of reception of a plurality
of'second data obtainment requests for requesting obtainment
of at least one content data item, a higher priority is placed on
provision of the content data to an obtainment-requesting
user having a higher familiarity degree with the providing
user. For this reason, it is possible to preferentially provide
content data of a high grade or a high image quality to a user
having a higher familiarity degree, and to provide content
data of a low grade or a low image quality to a user having a
lower familiarity degree. Alternatively, it is possible to put
provision of content data to a user having a comparatively low
familiarity degree in a queue. In other words, according to the
content sharing apparatus 10, it is possible to control provi-
sion priority appropriately, and thus to reduce the communi-
cation cost and the processing load of the content providing
apparatus 100.

In addition, when the content providing apparatus 100
replace the content data by apparatus’s resources and func-
tions that can be provided to the outside (the resources and
functions are, for example, a storage area for the content data
105a that is provided by the data storage unit 104, a content
data transform function by the application unit 103, and a
function for receiving content data such as broadcast con-
tents), it is possible to determine whether or not the resources
and functions can be provided, based on the familiarity degree
between the user of the content providing apparatus 100 and
the user who request obtainment and use of the apparatus’s
resources and functions. When the resources and functions
can be provided, it is possible to provide the resources and
functions of the content providing apparatus 100 to the appa-
ratus owned by the user who requests the obtainment and use.
Accordingly, forexample, it is possible to use the content data
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storage unit of the content providing apparatus 100, as a
backup area of the content data of the content obtaining
apparatus 400 of the user having a high familiarity degree. In
addition, the content obtaining apparatus 400 can cause the
content providing apparatus 100 owned by the user having the
high familiarity degree to execute a conversion processing on
the content data or a proxy recording of the desired content
data. In other words, it is possible to perform control such that
the resources and functions of the content providing appara-
tus 100 owned by the user are provided to only such a user
having a high familiarity degree.

[Variation 2 of Embodiment 1]

Next, Variation 2 of Embodiment 1 is described. In the
content sharing system 10 according to this variation, the
content relaying apparatus 300 transmits, to the content
obtaining apparatus 400, connection information for enabling
the content relaying apparatus 300 to establish network con-
nection with the content providing apparatus 100, based on
state information indicating a state of the content providing
apparatus 100. With reference to the drawings, descriptions
are given below focusing on the points different from those of
Embodiment 1.

FIG. 12 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content providing apparatus 100 according to Variation 2 of
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. FIG. 13 is a block
diagram of a functional structure of a content relaying appa-
ratus 300 according to Variation 2 of Embodiment 1 of the
present invention. In FIG. 12 and FIG. 13, the same structural
elements as in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 are assigned with the same
numerical references, and descriptions thereof are skipped
appropriately.

As shown in FIG. 12, the content providing apparatus 100
includes a state notifying unit 108, in addition to the structural
element shown in FIG. 2. The state notifying unit 108 trans-
mits the state information indicating the state of the content
providing apparatus 100 to the content relaying apparatus
300. More specifically, the state notifying unit 108 transmits
the state information to the content relaying apparatus 300 via
a network 200 and a communication unit 106. The state
information shows a communication state of the content pro-
viding apparatus 100.

Furthermore, as shown in FIG. 13, the content relaying
apparatus 300 includes a state managing unit 307, in addition
to the structural elements shown in FIG. 3. The state manag-
ing unit 307 manages the state information transmitted from
the content providing apparatus 100. More specifically, the
state managing unit 307 stores the state information in the
social information storage unit 303.

FIG. 14 is a diagram of an exemplary user information
table in Variation 2 of Embodiment 1 of'the present invention.
In FIG. 14, the aforementioned state information is stored, in
addition to the various kinds of information stored in the user
information table shown in FIG. 6 A. Here, the state informa-
tion shows whether or not each of the apparatuses of the users
is in an OFF-line state in which the apparatus of the user
cannot communicate with the apparatuses via the network
200. Furthermore, the state information shows the number of
connections with one or more apparatuses, when a current
apparatus is in an ON-line state in which the apparatus can
communicate with the apparatuses via the network 200.

The user information table in FIG. 14 shows, for example,
that the apparatus of User A “Mike”, the apparatus of User E
“Paul”, and the apparatus of User F “James” are in an OFF-
line state. In addition, the user information table shows, for
example, that the apparatus of User B “Alice” is in ON-line,
and the number of connections is “1”.
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The provision and relay determining unit 306 of the content
relaying apparatus 300 determines whether or not the content
providing apparatus 100 is currently ON-line, with reference
to the user information table storing the state information.
Here, when the content providing apparatus 100 is not ON-
line, a message indicating that no apparatus-unique connec-
tion information is transmitted or the content providing appa-
ratus 100 is OFF-line is transmitted as a response to the first
data obtainment request. In other words, the provision and
relay determining unit 306 transmits the connection informa-
tion for enabling the content obtaining apparatus 400 to estab-
lish network connection with the content providing apparatus
100 to the content obtaining apparatus 400, only when the
content providing apparatus 100 in ON-line. In other words,
the provision and relay determining unit 306 transmits, to the
content obtaining apparatus 400, the connection information
for the connection to the content providing apparatus 100,
based on the state information received from the content
providing apparatus 100. In this way, the content obtaining
apparatus 400 can avoid failing to establish network connec-
tion to the content providing apparatus in OFF-line.

As described above, according to the content sharing sys-
tem 10 in this variation, the priority order of the content
providing apparatus that should be connected is determined
according to state information of the content providing appa-
ratus that is a candidate connection destination. Accordingly,
the content sharing system 10 achieves the following exem-
plary objects: to temporarily exclude a content providing
apparatus that is currently OFF-line (and is thus unable to
provide any content) from candidates; to lower a priority
order when the quality ofthe content to be provided cannot be
assured because the current owner is using the apparatus; to
urge a next waiting user to make an obtainment request for
obtaining the content data when completion of provision of
the content data is confirmed (these exemplary objects are
related to problems that are unique to apparatuses owned by
personal users and do not arise in relation to content providing
apparatuses such as load balancing servers which can be
controlled by system managers).

In other words, when the state of the content providing
apparatus 100 is a state undesirable for provision of the con-
tent data, it is possible to disable transmission of the connec-
tion information for connection to the content providing
apparatus 100. Accordingly, it is possible to reduce the num-
ber of cases where the content obtaining apparatus 400 fails to
obtain the content data from the content providing apparatus
100.

[Variation 3 of Embodiment 1]

Next, Variation 3 of Embodiment 1 is described. In the
content sharing system 10 according to this variation, the
content providing apparatus 100 modifies content data that
can be provided, to generate modified content data having a
data amount smaller than the data amount of the original
content data. With reference to the drawings, descriptions are
given below focusing on the points different from those of
Embodiment 1.

FIG. 15 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content providing apparatus 100 according to Variation 3 of
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. FIG. 16 is a block
diagram of a functional structure of a content relaying appa-
ratus 300 according to Variation 3 of Embodiment 1 of the
present invention. In FIG. 15 and FIG. 16, the same structural
elements as in FIG. 2 and FIG. 3 are assigned with the same
numerical references, and descriptions thereof are skipped
appropriately.

As shown in FIG. 15, the content providing apparatus 100
includes a content modifying unit 109, in addition to the
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structural element shown in FIG. 2. The content modifying
unit 109 modifies the content data to generate the modified
content data having the data amount smaller than the data
amount of the content data. The modified content data is, for
example, a digest version of the original content data. More
specifically, assuming that the content data is video data, the
modified content data is, for example, data corresponding to
apredetermined time period (for example, first one minute) in
the video data.

In addition, as shown in FIG. 16, the content relaying
apparatus 300 includes a data storage unit 308 and a content
data storage unit 309, in addition to the structural elements
shown in FIG. 3. The data storage unit 308 stores, into the
content data storage unit 309, modified content data 309«
modified by the content modifying unit 109.

The content data storage unit 309 is, for example, a hard
disk or a flash memory. The content data storage unit 309
stores the modified content data 3094 in a re-readable format.

FIG. 17 is adiagram showing exemplary index data 305« in
Variation 3 of Embodiment 1 of the present invention. The
index data 305a shown in FIG. 17 includes the reproduction
times and the reproduction paths of the modified content data
items, in addition to the index data shown in FIG. 5.

Here, the external-provision determining unit 107 of the
content providing apparatus 100 obtains an available capacity
in the content data storage unit 309 for storing the modified
content data 3094 from the content relaying apparatus 300 via
a network 200 and a communication unit 106.

The content modifying unit 109 generates the modified
content data by modifying the content data 105a such that the
data amount of the modified content data is changed depend-
ing on the obtained available capacity. More specifically, the
content modifying unit 109 modifies the content data such
that the ratio of the area required to store the modified content
data with respect to the available capacity in the content data
storage unit 309 of the content relaying apparatus 300 does
not reach or exceed a predetermined value (for example, by
extracting, as the digest version, only the video corresponding
to the first one minute, until the available capacity reaches to
the half of the full storage capacity). In other words, the
content modifying unit 109 generates the modified content
data such that the data amount of the modified content data is
smaller when the obtained available capacity is smaller.

In this embodiment, the content modifying unit 109 gen-
erates the modified content data as the digest version having
one-minute reproduction time, by modifying the content data
items 1054 (“C-1"to “C-10 which are video contents having
mutually different total reproduction times. The external-
provision determining unit 107 transmits, to the content
relaying apparatus 300, the generated modified content data
and information related to the modified content data (the
reproduction times and the reproduction paths here).

The provision and relay determining unit 306 of the content
relaying apparatus 300 stores the modified content data 3094
in the content data storage unit 309 via the content storage
unit 308. Next, the provision and relay determining unit 306
transmits the modified content data 309a to the content
obtaining apparatus 400.

The output unit 402 of the content obtaining apparatus 400
outputs the modified content data 3094 onto a display screen,
for example, together with the index data. Next, the input unit
401 receives, from the user, an obtainment instruction for
obtaining the content data corresponding to the modified
content data 309a output on the display screen. The obtain-
ment determining unit 405 transmits the first data obtainment
request to the content relaying apparatus 300, according to the
received obtainment instruction.
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As described above, according to the content sharing sys-
tem 10 in this variation, it is possible to modify the content
datato generate modified content data having the data amount
smaller than the content data. For this reason, the content
relaying apparatus 300 can reduce memory capacity for data
storage more significantly than in the case of storing the raw
content data. In addition, for example, an other user can check
the details of the content data by viewing the modified content
data. Accordingly, the user can understand the details of the
contents more easily than in the case of selecting a desired
content by text. As a result, it is possible to reduce the number
of cases where the user selects different content data.

In addition, it is possible to automatically generate the
modified content data according to the available capacity of
the content data storage unit 309. For this reason, it is possible
to reduce the time required for such upload and to reduce the
communication cost more significantly than in the case of
uploading the whole content. Furthermore, since there is no
need to prepare a storage capacity for storing the whole con-
tent data, it is possible to reduce the size ofthe storage area for
storing the content data.

In this variation, the content modifying unit 109 generates
the modified content data according to the available capacity
in the content data storage unit 309 in the content relaying
apparatus 300. However, the modified content data does not
always need to be generated in this way. For example, the
content moditying unit 109 may obtain the familiarity degree
of the other user with respect to the user of the content pro-
viding apparatus 100, from the content relaying apparatus
300, and generate modified content data, based on the
obtained familiarity degree. In this way, it is possible to gen-
erate the modified content data adapted to the user having a
high familiarity degree. Accordingly, the user having the high
familiarity degree who is highly likely to request obtainment
of'the content data can easily check the details of the content
data. As aresult, it is possible to reduce the number of cases
where different content data is selected.

More specifically, the content modifying unit 109 may
modify the content data that is video data including a plurality
of pictures such that video data of the resulting modified
content data includes a greater number of pictures in each of
which an image of the other user is included when the famil-
iarity degree of the other user is higher. With this structure, the
user who is highly likely to request obtainment of the content
data can check the details of the content data more easily. As
a result, it is possible to reduce the number of cases where
different content data is selected.

In this case, for example, the content data may be prefer-
ably assigned with a tag for identifying the user in each of
sequential picture groups. In this way, the content modifying
unit 109 can modify the content data in a relatively easy
manner such that video data of the resulting modified content
data includes a greater number of pictures in each of which an
image of the other user is included when the familiarity
degree of the other user is higher.

In this way, when there are users having a high familiarity
degree, the content modifying unit 109 may generate, in
advance, at least one modified content data applicable for the
other user’s profile that is referred to by the content relaying
apparatus 300. In this way, the content providing apparatus
100 can provide the modified content data suitable for tastes
of'each user. For this reason, for example, the other user can:
understand only the essence of content data (e.g. a digest of a
content related to vigorous activity of a grandchild); under-
stand the outline (e.g. the atmosphere in the whole wedding
ceremony, the outline of a travel); understand time-series
changes of compound elements from the viewpoint of the
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user him/herself (e.g. a record of growth of a cousin after the
last meeting, a travel journal of a friend; or understand a
content based on a representation effect adapted to a taste of
the user (e.g. a favorite template such as a news-like template,
display using large characters and facial expressions, a slide
show with a low picture switching speed). As a result, the
other user can understand the details of the content data more
easily and precisely. In other words, the content sharing sys-
tem 10 can reduce the time and operation cost required for
browsing and viewing by the user.

In addition, the content modifying unit 109 may form
group information considering the relationships between
other users, in addition to considering the familiarity degree
of the other user, and generate, in advance, the at least one
modified content data based on the information related to the
content data and the group information. In this way, the user
can manage the at least one modified content data and control
the browsing of the content data on per group information
basis. For this reason, for example, the content modifying unit
109 can generate, in advance, first modified content data for
users such as family members and relatives, second modified
content data forusers such as close friends, and third modified
content data for users such as other friends and acquaintances
(such as a superior at the user’s workplace, a colleague, a
mate in a club activity).

In this case, the first modified content data may include
private content such as images of grandchild’s facial expres-
sions and inside of the home. In addition, the second modified
content data may include content data items generated in
events such as a home party and a travel and should be shared.
In addition, the third modified content data may mainly
include contents which are related to events and do not
include any private contents such as pictures of family mem-
bers and close friends and thus can be made public. As a
result, in response to a browsing request from each user, the
content sharing system 10 can provide modified content data
suitable for the group information of the group including the
user, from among the plural modified content data items
generated in advance in this way.

In this variation, the content providing apparatus 100
includes the content modifying unit 109. However, the con-
tent relaying apparatus 300 may include the content modify-
ing unit 109. For example, the external-provision determining
unit 107 of the content providing apparatus 100 transmits
content data and information related to the content data to the
content modifying unit 109 (not shown) of the content relay-
ing apparatus 300 (the information is, for example, position
information of an image capturing place, or meta information
such as the name of a person in a photograph or a video). The
content modifying unit 109 of the content relaying apparatus
300 generates, in advance, at least one modified content data,
based on the received content data, the information related to
the content data, and the familiarity degree of the other user
with respect to the user. In addition, the provision and relay
determining unit 306 may control a reference destination of
the modified content data. In this way, it is possible to reduce
the load of the modification processing in the content provid-
ing apparatus 100 having a low processing performance, and
further to reduce the load of the processing of generating such
modified content data according to each request from a cor-
responding one of the users who wish to browse the modified
content data.

[Variation 4 of Embodiment 1]

Next, Variation 4 of Embodiment 1 is described.

In the content sharing system 10 according to this varia-
tion, the content providing apparatus 100 controls priority in
the processing of transmitting the content data 1054, accord-
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ing to provision history of the content data 105a. Hereinafter,
with reference to the drawings, descriptions are given below
focusing on the points different from those of Embodiment 1.

FIG. 18 is a block diagram of a functional structure of the
content providing apparatus 100 according to Variation 4 of
Embodiment 1 of the present invention. In FIG. 18, the same
structural elements as in FIG. 2 are assigned with the same
numerical references, and descriptions thereof are skipped
appropriately.

As shown in FIG. 18, the content providing apparatus 100
includes a provision history managing unit 110 and a history
data storage unit 111, in addition to the structural elements
shown in FIG. 2. The content providing apparatus 100 man-
ages history data 111a. The history data 111a shows content
data that the content providing apparatus 100 has previously
provided to the content obtaining apparatus 400. More spe-
cifically, the provision history managing unit 110 stores, as
history data 111a, an identifier of the content obtaining appa-
ratus 400 and an identifier of the content data 1054 into the
history data storage unit 111, when the content data 105« is
provided from the content proving apparatus 100 to the con-
tent obtaining apparatus 400.

The history data storage unit 111 is, for example, a hard
disk or a flash memory. The history data storage unit 111
stores the history data 111a in a re-readable format.

Here, with reference to the history data 111a, the external-
provision determining unit 107 determines whether or not the
content data 105a requested by the second data obtainment
request has been previously provided to the content obtaining
apparatus 400, when the second data obtainment request is
received from the content obtaining apparatus 400.

When determining that the content data 1054 has never
been provided to the content obtaining apparatus 400, the
external-provision determining unit 107 prioritizes transmis-
sion of the content data 1054 than when determining that the
content data 1054 has been previously provided to the content
obtaining apparatus 400. For example, the external-provision
determining unit 107 lowers the priority of the transmission
of the content data 1054, when the content data 105a
requested by the second data obtainment request has been
previously provided to the content obtaining apparatus 400.

As described above, with the content sharing system 10
according to this variation, it is possible to determine the
provision priority, according to the provision history infor-
mation regarding the content obtaining apparatus which
requests obtainment of the content data. For this reason, for
example, it is possible to create appropriate schemes for
proper provision according to the provision history.
Examples of such schemes include lowering the priority of
re-obtainment of the same content by the same user, and
lowering the priority when provision of the content data to the
same user satisfies a given condition (such as a threshold
value for the total obtainment times of the content data in the
same day) even if the familiarity degree is high.
[Embodiment 2]

Next, Embodiment 2 of the present invention is described.

A content sharing system 10 according to this embodiment
changes a price charged to a user of the content providing
apparatus 100, according to history that the content providing
apparatus 100 transmitted content data to a content obtaining
apparatus 400 according to connection information. Herein-
after, with reference to the drawings, descriptions are given
below focusing on the points different from those of Embodi-
ment 1.

The content relaying apparatus 300 in this embodiment is,
for example, a distribution service server which performs
broadcasting (VOD broadcasting) of a video-on-demand
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type. The content relaying apparatus 300 charges the user on
a per broadcast program basis, according to pay-per-view
format (PPV). Accordingly, the content relaying apparatus
300 includes a content data storage unit 309 in which content
data 3095 is stored. The provision and relay determining unit
306 distributes the content data 3095 stored in the content
data storage unit 309 to the content providing apparatus 100.

In addition, the content providing apparatus 100 also
serves as, for example, a content obtaining apparatus 400. For
example, the content providing apparatus 100 is a set top box
(STB) capable of secondary providing content data (video of
a program according to a PPV format) obtained from the
content relaying apparatus 300 to the content obtaining appa-
ratus 400 under control of the content relaying apparatus 300.

FIG. 19 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content relaying apparatus 300 according to Embodiment 2 of
the present invention. In FIG. 19, the same structural elements
as in FIG. 3 are assigned with the same numerical references,
and descriptions thereof are skipped appropriately.

As shown in FIG. 19, the content relaying apparatus 300
includes a data storage unit 308, a content data storage unit
309, a provision history managing unit 310, a charge manag-
ing unit 311, and a history data storage unit 312, in addition to
the structural elements shown in FIG. 3.

FIG. 20 is a diagram showing exemplary provision and
relay history data 312a in Embodiment 2 of the present inven-
tion. In addition, FIG. 21 is a diagram showing an exemplary
charge change table in Embodiment 2 of the present inven-
tion.

Hereinafter, a flow of processing of changing a charge
based on provision and relay history is described with refer-
ence to FIG. 19 to FIG. 21.

The provision history managing unit 310 of the content
relaying apparatus 300 stores history of the content data dis-
tributed to the content providing apparatus 100 into the his-
tory data storage unit 312 as provision and relay history data
312a together with attribute information of the distributed
content data and user information. Furthermore, when the
first data obtainment request is received from the content
obtaining apparatus 400, the provision and relay determining
unit 306 determines whether or not there is a user who is the
user of the content providing apparatus 100 which can be
provided with the content data requested by the first data
obtainment request and who has a familiarity degree larger
than or equal to a threshold value with respect to the user of
the content obtaining apparatus 400.

Here, when there is such a user, the content relaying appa-
ratus 300 transmits, to the content obtaining apparatus 400,
apparatus-unique connection information for establishing
network connection with the content providing apparatus 100
capable of providing the content data, instead of distributing
the content data 3095 stored in the content data storage unit
309 to the content obtaining apparatus 400. In other words,
the content relaying apparatus 300 instructs the obtainment-
requesting user to facilitate content distribution between
users.

Here is an exemplary case where User C “Julia” and User
D “Tom” request obtainment of the content data 105a previ-
ously distributed from the content relaying apparatus 300 to
the content providing apparatus 100 of User A “Mike”. In this
case, the content obtaining apparatuses 400 of User C “Julia”
and User D “Tom” can obtain the content data 105a from the
content providing apparatus 100 owned by User A “Mike”.

Atthis time, the provision history managing unit 310 of the
content relaying apparatus 300 creates, for example as the
provision and relay history data 312a shown in FIG. 20, a list
of items of the content data 1054 that can by provided by the
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content providing apparatus 100 (STB-X) owned by User A
to the content obtaining apparatus 400 via a network 200. In
addition, the provision history managing unit 310 updates the
list indicating data names of the items (here, “PPV-1” to
“PPV-10") of the content data 105a, charge types (here, “DL-
1” to “DL-3”), total reproduction times of the respective
content data items, the purchase price for User A, user names
to which any one of the items of the content data 1054 has
previously provided from the content providing apparatus
100 (STB-X) owned by User A. Here, as shown in FIG. 21,
the charge managing unit 311 holds the charge change table
indicating charge calculation methods determined one by one
for the charge types. The charge managing unit 311 performs
calculation for discounting a price charged to a content data
provider or obtainer according to a corresponding one of the
charge calculation methods indicated in this charge change
table, and stores the result of the calculation in the provision
and relay history data 312a. In other words, a content sharing
system 311 changes the price charged to the user of the
content providing apparatus 100, according to the history that
the content providing apparatus 100 transmitted the content
data to the content obtaining apparatus 400 according to the
connection information.

For example, as shown in FIG. 20, the content data item
“PPV-1” that User A “Mike” purchased for viewing has a
charge type “DL-2”. Accordingly, when User A “Mike” pro-
vides the content data 1054« to an other user, the price before
being charged to User A “Mike” who is the provider is
changed. As a specific example, when User A “Mike” pro-
vides the content data 105a to two users who are User C
“Julia” and User D “Tom”, the charge price is changed from
the regular price 1000 YEN to 800 YEN with a discount of 200
YEN. This discount is an incentive for the reduction in the
distribution load of the content relaying apparatus 300.

In addition, since the content data “PPV-1" has the charge
type of “DL-2”, the charge prices for User D “Tom” and User
C “Julia” who are obtainers are also discounted. Here is an
example case where User D “Tom” is provided with the
content data “PPV-1” from User A “Mike”, next to User C
“Julia”. In this case, User D who is the second obtainer can
also purchase the content data “PPV-1" at 800 YEN with a
discount for the second user from the regular price l000 YEN.

As described above, according to the content sharing sys-
tem 10 in this embodiment, it is possible to change a charge
price to an appropriate charge price as necessary according to
provision and relay history of content data between users. For
this reason, for example, it is possible to apply a discount
(such as a30% discount in the case of provision to three users)
according to the number of users to which the content data is
provided. In addition, it is also possible to apply a discount
price for a user who obtains a target content data from a
content providing apparatus. This discount price is obtained
by discounting the regular price that is applied when the target
content data is obtained directly from the content relaying
apparatus by an amount corresponding to reduction in the
processing load of the content relaying apparatus (the dis-
count price is, for example, a 10%-discount that is applied in
the case of obtainment from a content providing apparatus of
a user).

Here, since the content data is a commercial-use content
that is a charge target, the content relaying apparatus 300
copies the content data naturally according to Digital Rights
Management (DRM) scheme for content control and man-
agement. Furthermore, certain processing (streaming trans-
fer, copying, or the like) may be possible on condition that
predetermined conditions (for example, the number of times,
the number of days, contract conditions for a partner, trans-
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formation into data of a specified quality, or the like) are
satisfied according to a country’s law and an industry stan-
dard. For example, when the familiarity degree between given
users is larger than or equal to a predetermined threshold
value, it is possible to copy content data for free according to
a predetermined condition (for example, by changing the
remaining permitted number of copying times of a content to
9 if the original permitted number of copying times of the
content is 10), and to perform control such that the content is
shared among family members and friends who live at distant
places.

[Variation of Embodiment 2]

Next, Variation of Embodiment 2 is described.

FIG. 22 is a block diagram of a functional structure of a
content relaying apparatus 300 according to Variation of
Embodiment 2 of the present invention. FIG. 23 is a diagram
showing an exemplary advertisement display screen in Varia-
tion of Embodiment 2 ofthe present invention. In FIG. 22, the
same structural elements as in FIG. 3 or FIG. 19 are assigned
with the same numerical references, and descriptions thereof
are skipped appropriately.

As shown in FIG. 22, the content providing apparatus 100
includes an advertisement providing unit 313, in addition to
the structural elements shown in FIG. 19.

When receiving a first data obtainment request from a
content obtaining apparatus 400, the provision and relay
determining unit 306 of the content relaying apparatus 300
requests the advertisement providing unit 313 to create an
advertisement together with user information indicating the
user (the obtainment-requesting user) of the content obtain-
ing apparatus 400 that is the transmission source of the first
data obtainment request.

The advertisement providing unit 313 obtains the sequen-
tial order of the obtainment-requesting user for obtaining the
content data from the providing user, with reference to pro-
vision and relay history data 312a of the user (providing user)
having a familiarity degree larger than or equal to a threshold
value with respect to the obtainment-requesting user (here,
User E “Paul”). Based on the result of the obtainment, the
advertisement providing unit 313 creates a practical or attrac-
tive advertisement for the obtainment-requesting user. In
other words, the advertisement providing unit 313 creates
advertisement data related to content data, based on history
that the content providing apparatus 100 transmitted content
data to the content obtaining apparatus 400 according to
connection information. The advertisement providing unit
313 distributes the created advertisement data to apparatuses
on a network 200.

More specifically, for example, when past records of the
transfer and distribution of the content data 105a between
users satisfy an arbitrary condition, the advertisement provid-
ing unit 313 creates an advertisement that reflects the real
state in the real world, for example, an advertisement indicat-
ing that the content data 105a can be purchased at a price
lower than the regular price. The provision and relay deter-
mining unit 306 transmits, to the content obtaining apparatus
400, index data of the content data, apparatus-unique connec-
tion information (here the connection information to the con-
tent providing apparatus 100 owned by User A “Mike”) and
charge information with a discount to the user of the content
obtaining apparatus 400, together with the advertisement cre-
ated by the advertisement providing unit 313.

The obtainment determining unit 405 of the content obtain-
ing apparatus 400 transfers various kinds of information
received from the content relaying apparatus 300 to the appli-
cation unit 403. The application unit 403 outputs a display
screen as shown in FIG. 23 through the output unit 402. This
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display screen is a display screen that is presented by the
content obtaining apparatus owned by User E “Paul” who
requested obtainment of the content data.

An area 1701 of the display screen 1700 presents a list of
contents of the content data 1054 which can be provided by
User A “Mike”, based on the various kinds of information
(some or all of the provision and relay history data shown in
FIG. 20) transmitted from the content relaying apparatus 300
to the content obtaining apparatus 400. In addition, when a tab
of an area 1702 is selected, a list of contents that are not
presented inthe area 1701 is presented. Alternatively, it is also
possible to present a list of contents of the content data 105«
which can be provided by a user other than User A.

An area 1703 shows a state where User E “Paul” selects a
desired content data item through the input unit 401. Trig-
gered by this selection instruction, information is presented in
an area 1704. The information presented in the area 1704 is
information based on the provision and relay history data in
FIG. 20, and information of a user having a familiarity degree
with respect to User E who has previously purchased and
viewed the same program is larger than or equal to a threshold
value. Here, the desired content data selected by User E
corresponds to the content data “PPV-1” in FIG. 20. In addi-
tion, with reference to the provision and relay history of User
“Mike” shown in FIG. 20, itis known that the content data has
been previously provided to User C “Julia” and User D
“Tom”. In addition, the social information table shown in
FIG. 6B includes settings of familiarity degrees of User A
“Mike”, User B “Alice”, User C “Julia”, and User D “Tom”
with respect to User E “Paul” who is the owner of the social
information.

The advertisement created by the advertisement providing
unit313 is presented in an area 1705, based on the fact that the
content data desired by User E “Paul” has been previously
provided to User A “Mike”, User C “Julia”, and User D
“Tom”. Here, this advertisement shows that User E “Paul”
corresponds to “the third viewer” (the obtainer who obtains
the content in a relay between users) in “the relay-viewing
discount™ that is a discount campaign. In addition, this adver-
tisement shows, in an area 1703, that it is possible to purchase
the content data at 700 YEN with a discount 0 30%, from the
regular price 1000 YEN, which is applied when downloading
the content data from the content providing apparatus owned
by User A “Mike”.

User E “Paul” who viewed this advertisement can obtain
the content data 1054 (here, Movie “BIG WAVE”) at a dis-
count price, by pressing a button shown in an area 1706. In
addition, User E “Paul” can make an instruction for not
obtaining the content data 105a, by pressing a bottom shown
in an area 1707.

Here, the provision and relay history data has been
described based on the provision and relay history data shown
in FIG. 20, but provision and relay history data is not limited
thereto. For example, provision and relay history data may
include user inputs related to content data items, such as
evaluation comments, the degrees of recommendation, the
real records of the operation history of the apparatuses of the
users (the real records are, for example, time durations from
purchasing to viewing of contents, the number of re-viewing
times, etc.). In this case, the content relaying apparatus 300
can provide a practical or attractive advertisement for the
users of the content obtaining apparatuses by, for example,
notifying that a current content is recommended by a user
having a high familiarity degree or has been recently viewed
by a user having a high familiarity degree so as to motivate the
viewer of the advertisement to purchase the current content.
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As described above, according to the content sharing sys-
tem 10 in this variation, it is possible to create an advertise-
ment according to the distribution records and use records of
the contents shared and circulated among the users, and to
distribute the contents to content obtaining apparatuses. For
this reason, for example, it is possible to provide a user who
has not yet obtained and viewed a given content with an
advertisement that the content is “a content viewed by an
acquaintance or a friend”. Furthermore, it is possible to acti-
vate the content sharing system by utilizing the familiarity
degrees in the social information, more specifically, by
increasing a discount rate between users having a high famil-
iarity degree with respect to each other (this discount is, for
example, 30% for the third user in the case of applying a
discount corresponding to the number of friends who relays a
content in a relay discount viewing).

In other words, according to the content sharing system 10,
it is possible to distribute, to devices on a network, advertise-
ment data generated based on the history that the content
providing apparatus transmitted the content data to the con-
tent obtaining apparatus. Accordingly, it is possible to distrib-
ute the advertisement data on which the after-change charge
price is already reflected, and to thereby increase the
userfriendliness.

In Embodiment 2, a distribution service for a general
broadcasting of a video-on-demand type (VOD broadcasting)
is described as an example. However, distribution targets are
not limited to video contents. Hereinafter, a case where dis-
tribution targets are not video contents is described with ref-
erence to FIG. 24 and FIG. 25.

FIG. 24 is a diagram showing an exemplary advertisement
display screen in Variation of Embodiment 2 of the present
invention. Here, a distribution target is a template for creating
a video content as a private content material such as a photo-
graph and a video captured by a person.

As shown in FIG. 24, for example, the content sharing
system presents, in an area 1801 of a display screen 1800, a
list of templates which can be obtained by download by a user.
When a tab of the area 1802 is selected, a frame material
obtainable separately is presented.

Here, when a template is selected using a focus 1803, auser
who used the selected template is presented in the area 1804.
In other words, the content sharing system can notify the user
that a closer friend has previously used the same template.

Furthermore, when the same template is obtained by the
target friend, the content sharing system can present, in an
area 1805, a fee adapted to a discount charge setting accord-
ing to the provision and relay history data. Accordingly, the
user can understand that the fee in the setting is more reason-
able than the regular price. In other words, the user can select
the desired template from among a number of templates more
easily by selecting the download button.

FIG. 25 is a diagram showing an exemplary advertisement
display screen in Variation of Embodiment 2 of the present
invention. Here, the distribution target and the charge target is
the template used to generate a video content as the private
content (the photograph and video captured by the person).

More specifically, F1G. 25 shows a display screen 1900 that
is presented for urging a user to perform a next operation at
the time of completion of the reproduction of a video content
that a user obtained in advance or obtained by streaming.
Here, the video content that has reproduced just before is
called as a target video. The display screen 1900 includes an
area 1901 for presenting information of the target video,
various kinds of buttons 1905 to 1908, and an area 1900 for
presenting an advertisement.
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The area 1901 includes an area 1902 for presenting thumb-
nails of the target video, an area 1903 for presenting detailed
information of the target video, and an area 1904 for present-
ing information about the title of the target video and about
the provision source.

The button 1905 is a button for viewing the target video
once more. The button 1906 is a button for presenting a
display screen for evaluating the target video. The button
1907 is a button for presenting a display screen for making
settings for sharing the target video between others.

The button 1908 is a button for presenting a display screen
for creating a new video content, using a template (target
template) used to create the target video.

An area 1909 presents that it is possible to obtain a target
template of “Miharu’s Mom” who is a closer friend and has
previously used the target template. Furthermore, the area
1909 presents a fee adapted to the discount charge setting
according to the provision and relay history data, in the case
of obtaining the target template from the friend.

As aresult, the user can understand that the user can obtain
the target template at a price lower than the regular price, in
the case of obtaining the target template from the friend.
Furthermore, the user can select the template from among the
plural templates after understanding the conceptional image
of the new video content based on the friend’s video content,
and to reduce labor and time to search out the template.

The content sharing system according to an aspect of the
present invention has been described above based on the
embodiments, but the present invention is not limited to these
embodiments. Those skilled in the art will readily appreciate
that many modifications are possible in the exemplary
embodiments and other embodiments are possible by arbi-
trarily combining the structural elements of the embodiments
without materially departing from the novel teachings and
advantageous effects of the present invention. Accordingly,
all of the modifications and other embodiments are intended
to be included within the scope of the present invention.

For example, in Embodiment 1 and Embodiment 2, trans-
fer and storage of content data are described as examples for
means for sharing the content data. However, means for shar-
ing content data are not limited thereto, and it is also possible
to use a real-time viewing format by streaming from the
content providing apparatus 100.

In addition, in Embodiment 1 and Embodiment 2, content
data item to be handled is described, on a per file basis, as a
content data item having one meaning. However, the format
of the content data item is not limited thereto, and may be a
format for transferring and sharing, between users, a content
data item part obtained by dividing the content data item by an
arbitrary size.

In addition, Embodiment 1 and Embodiment 2 have been
described assuming that, as shown in FIG. 3, the content
relaying apparatus 300 includes a social information storage
unit 303, and that sharing of content data is controlled based
on the social information stored therein. However, the social
information does not always need to be stored in the content
relaying apparatus 300. For example, the content relaying
apparatus 300 may refer to, as necessary, social information
that is provided from an external social networking service.

In addition, Embodiment 1 and Embodiment 2 have been
described assuming that, as shown in FIG. 1, the content
providing apparatus 100, the content obtaining apparatus
400, and the content relaying apparatus 300 are all indepen-
dent apparatuses. However, embodiments of the content pro-
viding apparatus 100 and the content obtaining apparatus 400
are not limited thereto. For example, a mobile apparatus
having a function of providing content data to outside may
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include all the structural elements of the content providing
apparatus 100 and the content obtaining apparatus 400. In
addition, a home server having a user authentication function
may include all the structural elements of the content provid-
ing apparatus 100 and the content relaying apparatus 300.

In addition, in Embodiment 1, the content providing appa-
ratus 100, the content relaying apparatus 300, and the content
obtaining apparatus 400 have the structural elements shown
in FIG. 2, FIG. 3, and FIG. 4, respectively. However, each of
these apparatuses do not always need to have the correspond-
ing structural elements shown in a corresponding one of FIG.
2 to FIG. 4. For example, the content sharing system 10 may
include the content providing apparatus 100, the content
relaying apparatus 300, and the content obtaining apparatus
400 as shown in FIG. 26.

In addition, a part or all of the structural elements of the
content providing apparatus 100 according to Embodiment 1
or Embodiment 2 may be configured with a single system [.SI
(Large Scale Integration) circuit. For example, the content
providing apparatus 100 may be configured with a system LSI
including an external-provision determining unit 107. In
addition, for example, the content relaying apparatus 300
may be configured with a system LSI including a social
information managing unit 302 and a provision and relay
determining unit 306.

The system LSI is a super-multi-function L.SI manufac-
tured by integrating constituent units on a single chip, and is
specifically a computer system configured to include a micro-
processor, a ROM (Read Only Memory) and a RAM (Ran-
dom Access Memory), and so on. The ROM includes a com-
puter program recorded therein. The system LSI achieves its
function through the microprocessor’s operations according
to the computer program.

The name used here is system LS, but it may also be called
1C, system LSI, super LSI, or ultra LSI depending on the
degree of integration. Moreover, ways to achieve integration
are not limited to the LSI, and special circuit or general
purpose processor and so forth can also achieve the integra-
tion. Field Programmable Gate Array (FPGA) that can be
programmed after manufacturing L.SI or a reconfigurable
processor that allows re-configuration of the connection or
configuration of LSI can be used for the same purpose.

Furthermore, if integrated circuit technology that replaces
LSI appears thorough progress in semiconductor technology
or other derived technology, that technology can naturally be
used to carry out integration of the constituent elements.
Biotechnology is anticipated to apply.

As described above, the present invention can be imple-
mented as the content providing apparatus 100, the content
relaying apparatus 300, and/or the content obtaining appara-
tus 400 which include(s) the above-described unique process-
ing units. The present invention can be further realized as a
content providing method, a content relaying method, and/or
the like having the steps corresponding to the unique process-
ing units of the corresponding one(s) of the content providing
apparatus 100, the content relaying apparatus 300, and/or the
content obtaining apparatus 400. In addition, the present
invention can be realized as a computer program for causing
a computer to execute the unique steps of the method(s). Such
a computer program can naturally be distributed via non-
transitory computer-readable recording media such as CD-
ROMs and communication networks such as the Internet.

According to aspects of the present invention, a content
sharing system including a content providing apparatus, a
content obtaining apparatus, and a content relaying apparatus
is applicable to video recorders, home servers, digital still
cameras, digital video cameras, personal computers, comput-
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ers for enterprises (workstations) digital television receivers
having an image data obtaining function, set top boxes, car
navigation systems, projectors, mobile devices, music com-
ponents, digital photo frames, remote controllers for control-
ling apparatuses, and the like.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST

10 Content sharing system

100, 500 Content providing apparatus
101, 401 Input unit

102, 402 Output unit

103, 403 Application unit

104, 308, 406 Data storage unit

105, 309, 407 Content data storage unit
105a, 3095, 407a Content data

106, 301, 404 Communication unit
107 External-provision determining unit
108 State notifying unit

109 Content modifying unit

110 Provision history managing unit
111, 312 History data storage unit
111a History data

200 Network

300 Content relaying apparatus

302 Social information managing unit
303 Social information storage unit
303a Social information

304 Index managing unit

305 Index data storage unit

305a Index data

306 Provision and relay determination unit
307 State managing unit

3094 Modified content data

310 Provision history managing unit
311 Charge managing unit

312a Provision and relay history data
313 Advertisement providing unit
400, 600 Content obtaining apparatus
405 Obtainment determining unit

The invention claimed is:

1. A content sharing system comprising:

a content providing apparatus which is capable of provid-
ing content data;

a content obtaining apparatus which obtains the content
data from the content providing apparatus through a
network; and

a content relaying apparatus which relays network connec-
tion between the content obtaining apparatus and the
content providing apparatus,

wherein the content relaying apparatus includes:

a social information managing unit configured to obtain a
familiarity degree indicating familiarity between a user
of the content providing apparatus and a user of the
content obtaining apparatus with reference to social
information including the familiarity degree between
the users, when the content relaying apparatus receives,
from the content obtaining apparatus, a first data obtain-
ment request for obtainment of the content data; and

a provision and relay determining unit configured to trans-
mit, to the content obtaining apparatus, connection
information for enabling the content obtaining appara-
tus to establish network connection with the content
providing apparatus, when the familiarity degree is
larger than or equal to a threshold value,

the content obtaining apparatus includes: an obtainment
determining unit configured to transmit, to the content
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providing apparatus, a second data obtainment request
for transmission of the content data, using the connec-
tion information, when the content obtaining apparatus
transmits the first data obtainment request to the content
relaying apparatus and then receives the connection
information from the content relaying apparatus,

the content providing apparatus includes:

an external-provision determining unit configured to trans-
mit the content data to the content obtaining apparatus,
when the content providing apparatus receives the sec-
ond data obtainment request from the content obtaining
apparatus; and

a content modifying unit configured to modify the content
data to generate modified content data that is smaller in
data amount than the content data,

the content modifying unit is configured to obtain, from the
content relaying apparatus, a familiarity degree of
another user with respect to the user of the content pro-
viding apparatus, and to generate the modified content
data, based on the familiarity degree,

the content data is video data including a plurality of pic-
tures, and

the content modifying unit is configured to generate the
modified content data such that the modified content
data includes a greater number of pictures with an image
of the other user than pictures without an image of the
other user when the familiarity degree of the other user is
high with respect a threshold value.

2. The content sharing system according to claim 1,

wherein the second data obtainment request includes user
information indicating the user of the content obtaining
apparatus, and

the external-provision determining unit is configured to
obtain, from the content relaying apparatus, the famil-
iarity degree between the user indicated by the user
information and the user of the content providing appa-
ratus, and to transmit the content data to the content
obtaining apparatus such that transmission of the con-
tent data is given a higher priority when the familiarity
degree is higher.

3. The content sharing system according to claim 1,

wherein the content providing apparatus further includes a
state notifying unit configured to transmit state informa-
tion indicating a state of the content providing apparatus
to the content relaying apparatus, and

the provision and relay determining unit is configured to
transmit the connection information to the content
obtaining apparatus, based on the state information
received from the content providing apparatus.

4. The content sharing system according to claim 1,

wherein the external-provision determining unit is further
configured to transmit the modified content data to the
content relaying apparatus, and

the provision and relay determining unit is further config-
ured to store the modified content data into a content data
storage unit, and to transmit the modified content data to
the content obtaining apparatus,

wherein the content obtaining apparatus further includes:

an output unit configured to display the modified content
data; and

an input unit configured to receive, from the user, an
obtainment instruction for obtaining the content data
corresponding to the modified content data, and

the obtainment determining unit is configured to transmit
the first data obtainment request to the content relaying
apparatus according to the received obtainment instruc-
tion.
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5. The content sharing system according to claim 1,

wherein the content modifying unit is configured to obtain

an available capacity in the content data storage unit
from the content relaying apparatus, and to generate the
modified content data such that a data amount of the
modified content data is changed depending on the avail -
able capacity.

6. The content sharing system according to claim 1,

wherein the external-provision determining unit is config-

ured to prioritize transmission of the content data when
the content data has never been provided to the content
obtaining apparatus than when the content data has been
previously provided to the content obtaining apparatus.

7. The content sharing system according to claim 1,

wherein the content relaying apparatus further includes an

advertisement providing unit configured to generate
advertisement data relating to the content data, based on
the history that the content providing apparatus trans-
mitted the content data to the other content obtaining
apparatus according to the connection information, and
to transmit the generated advertisement data to the con-
tent obtaining apparatus.

8. A content sharing method for use in a content sharing
system that includes: a content providing apparatus which is
capable of providing content data; a content obtaining appa-
ratus which obtains the content data from the content provid-
ing apparatus through a network; and a content relaying appa-
ratus which relays network connection between the content
obtaining apparatus and the content providing apparatus, the
content sharing method comprising:

transmitting a first data obtainment request for obtainment

of the content data to the content relaying apparatus, the
transmitting being performed by the content obtaining
apparatus;
obtaining a familiarity degree indicating familiarity
between a user of the content providing apparatus and a
user of the content obtaining apparatus with reference to
social information including the familiarity degree
between the users, when the content relaying apparatus
receives, from the content obtaining apparatus, the first
data obtainment request, the obtaining being performed
by the content relaying apparatus;
transmitting, to the content obtaining apparatus, connec-
tion information for enabling the content obtaining
apparatus to establish network connection with the con-
tent providing apparatus, when the familiarity degree is
larger than or equal to a threshold value, the transmitting
being performed by the content relaying apparatus;

transmitting, to the content providing apparatus, a second
data obtainment request for transmission of the content
data, using the connection information, when the con-
tent obtaining apparatus receives the connection infor-
mation from the content relaying apparatus, the trans-
mitting being performed by the content obtaining
apparatus;
transmitting the content data to the content obtaining appa-
ratus, when the content providing apparatus receives the
second data obtainment request from the content obtain-
ing apparatus, the transmitting being performed by the
content providing apparatus; and
modifying the content data to generate modified content
data that is smaller in data amount than the content data,

the content modifying step obtains, from the content relay-
ing apparatus, a familiarity degree of another user with
respect to the user of the content providing apparatus,
and generates the modified content data, based on the
familiarity degree,



US 9,064,235 B2

33

the content data is video data including a plurality of pic-
tures, and

the content modifying step generates the modified content
data such that the modified content data includes a
greater number of pictures with an image of the other
user than pictures without an image of the other user
when the familiarity degree of the other user is high with
respect a threshold value.

9. A content providing apparatus which transmits content

the content data is video data including a plurality of pic-
tures, and

the content modifying unit is configured to generate the
modified content data such that the modified content

34

10. The content providing apparatus according to claim 9,

wherein the content relaying apparatus is an integrated
circuit.

11. A content providing method of proving content data to

5 acontent obtaining apparatus through a network, the content

providing method comprising:

transmitting the content data to the content obtaining appa-
ratus, when the content providing apparatus receives,
from the content obtaining apparatus, a data obtainment

datat tota Coanm Obtammt% apparatus thr.ough anetwork, the 10 request for transmission of the content data,
content provicing apparafuls Comprising: wherein the data obtainment request includes user infor-
an external-provision determining unit configured to trans- P ..
- L mation indicating a user of the content obtaining appa-
mit the content data to the content obtaining apparatus, d
when the content providing apparatus receives, from the ratus, an . . L.
content obtaining apparatus, a data obtainment request 15 the ext.ernal-provmon determl.mng unit 1s conﬁgu.r?d.to
for transmission of the content data, obtain, .fro.m a contenF Felgylng apparatus, a fgml?larlty
wherein the data obtainment request includes user infor- degree indicating familiarity between the user indicated
mation indicating a user of the content obtaining appa- by the user information and the user of the content pro-
ratus, and viding apparatus, and to transmit the content data to the
the external-provision determining unit is configured to 20 content obtaining apparatus such that transmission of
obtain, from a content relaying apparatus, a familiarity the content data is given a higher priority when the
degree indicating familiarity between the user indicated familiarity degree is higher; and
by the user information and the user of the content pro- modifying the content data to generate modified content
viding apparatus, and to transmit the content data to the data that is smaller in data amount than the content data,
content obtalmng.app.aratus Sl}Ch that transpussion of 25 the content modifying step obtains, from the content relay-
the content data is given a higher priority when the ing apparatus, a familiarity degree of another user with
familiarity (.1eg:ree 15 hlgher ; and ) respect to the user of the content providing apparatus,
a content modifying unit configured to modify the content and generates the modified content data, based on the
gata to generaltle mzdlﬁed contglt data that is smaller in familiarity degree,
ata amount than the content data, . 30 the content data is video data including a plurality of pic-
the content modifying unit is configured to obtain, from the tures. and
content relaylpg apparatus, a familiarity degree of the content modifying step generates the modified content
another user with respect to the user of the content pro- dat h that th dified tent data includ
viding apparatus, and to generate the modified content a sue ba fe modilie ,Cho nten a }nilu e; a
data, based on the familiarity degree, 35 greater number of pictures with an 1mage of the other

user than pictures without an image of the other user
when the familiarity degree of the other user is high with
respect a threshold value.

12. A non-transitory computer-readable recording medium

on which a program is recorded, the program being for caus-
ing a computer to execute the content providing method
according to claim 11.

data includes a greater number of pictures with an image 40
of the other user than pictures without an image of the
other user when the familiarity degree of the other user is
high with respect a threshold value. L



